
 

 

116 Spadina Avenue, Suite 300, Toronto Ontario  M5V 2K6 
Tel: 416-323-9521 or toll-free 1-877-399-2333 
Fax: 416-323-9301 email: info@environmentaldefence.ca 
www.environmentaldefence.ca 

1 
 

 
 

July 27, 2015 

Mr. Patrick Puccini 

GTA West Project Team 
C/o URS Canada Inc.  
30 Leek Crescent, 4th Floor 
Richmond Hill, ON 
L4B-4N4 
 
Re: GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Phase 2  
 
Dear Mr. Puccini, 

On behalf of the Ontario Greenbelt Alliance Steering Committee and 
Environmental Defence, I am making a submission regarding the Ontario 
Ministry of Transportation’s ‘GTA West Corridor’ Environmental Assessment, 
Phase 2. At this time we feel there is insufficient information to make any 
recommendation on a route option. Once the cost data is tabulated, the 
climate change impacts accounted for and the demand of employment uses 
is considered we don’t believe this highway will be needed.  
 
The Ontario Greenbelt Alliance is a diverse multi-stakeholder coalition of over 
100 groups who shares a common vision for protecting and expanding the 
Golden Horseshoe Greenbelt. Environmental Defence is the coordinator of the 
Ontario Greenbelt Alliance.  

Are there viable alternatives to building a highway?  

Building the GTA West in the Greenbelt is not in the public interest, as it is a 
costly use of our limited infrastructure dollars and is contrary to the 
provincial climate change vision and provincial growth strategies. Further, 
the Greenbelt Plan infrastructure policies require that need is demonstrated, 
and that there is no reasonable alternative.  

Currently the Places to Grow urban growth centres, Brampton and Vaughan 
are serviced by the 407 and 410 and expansion are planned for the 427, 400 
and 410. The GTA West corridor is approximately 13 km north of the 
Vaughan City Centre. We believe that need has not been demonstrated and 
that a further review of the 2041 growth targets for York Region and Peel will 
show that this highway is not needed.  
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We strongly believe that there are viable alternatives that must precede 
building new highways which cut through the Greenbelt. These alternatives 
include 1) investing in public transit, 2) expanding existing roads, 3) 
increasing rail capacity and connections, and 4) providing incentives for 
trucks to use the 407 ETR.  

Is this highway needed?  

Based on the current growth forecasts to 2041 and preliminary land 
budgeting by the Region of York and Region of Peel it doesn’t appear that 
there will be enough employment growth to substantiate the need for this 
highway. The Peel report states that “growth needs to occur where 
intensification is possible and services are in place to maximize infrastructure 
use.” Although these 2041 official plan reports are preliminary, they indicate 
that the substantial growth in Peel and York will be located in the northeast 
of Vaughan and Brampton areas which will be serviced by the 410 and 427 
and 407 highways. According to a report from York Region based on 2041 
growth scenarios the employment demand in the area does not justify the 
number of interchanges or the need for this highway as they anticipate most 
of the new employment growth to be in office employment and the service 
industry. Overall, “the trend in employment growth is expected to occur 
without an increase in square foot space.” 

Given the main stated purpose for this highway is goods movement there is 
an opportunity to increase the efficiency of goods movement in the western 
portion of the GTA without building a new highway. We suggest that the 
province consider further study of an east-west rail link between the Keele St. 
CN yard, the Bolton yard, Brampton yard and the new Milton rail yard.  

Today, both transit and rail alternatives are more efficient, sustainable and a 
publically more acceptable option over new highway development. We urge 
the province and this study to give further review of the rail options.    

Environmental Impacts 

The GTA West Corridor study area will have substantial environmental 
impacts. The highway will cut through the Credit river watershed and 
Humber watersheds, it will also impact many tributaries of these rivers. We 
understand the current routes in Vaughan may cross up to 22 streams and 
remove many hectares of the remaining forested area in the town.  This 
includes the Purpleville Creek headwaters (endangered redsided dace 
habitat)/East Humber River environmentally significant area (ESA #127 and 
#85) environmental policy areas and the Main Humber.  

http://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/2ad65882-740e-4833-be85-22cd1a2df67d/apr+9+draft+ex.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
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Cost  

To date our request for cost estimates for this highway have not been 
answered. We believe that once full cost accounting is completed for this 
project that the costs will outweigh any benefits to neighbouring 
municipalities. The matrix provided at the June public consultation meeting 
considered construction costs only and these costs were not separated out as 
noted in the terms of reference for this project.  

Just using construction costs fails to account for substantial expropriation 
costs which we estimate would be $2 billion considering land costs of 
$100,000 per acre. The costs component will also be impacted by the 
kilometres of road and the number of bridges required for each route option.  
It appears that areas of the Humber River are flood prone which may require 
extensive bridges and channelization. Without an understanding of the full 
costs of this project, and the environmental impacts of each route we do not 
have the information needed to make an informed recommendation on the 
preferred route option.  

If the highway is to be built we reiterate our recommendations for design and 
routing from our last letter.  

x Move the route south, off the Greenbelt, closer to urban centres  
x Use an expressway design, no development adjacent to the highway 
x Avoid natural heritage systems wherever possible 
x Make use of recycled concrete for highway construction    
x Provide interchange connections to urban growth centres only, Bolton 

and Vaughan City Centres, discourage interchanges into the Greenbelt 
or into agricultural areas and small towns north of the highway  

x Use road ecology practices when designing any new highways with 
state of the art natural mitigation techniques  

x Implement the principle of replacing losses with a net gain approach, 
for every new kilometre of road compensate for the habitat loss 
through the creation /restoration of a greater amount of new forest or 
improved natural habitat at a ratio of at minimum 1:2 (habitat lost: 
habitat replaced) 

x Attend to First Nations interests e.g. Carrying Place Trail 
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The province has shown leadership through the development of a climate 
change strategy, and progressive growth policies. Building a new highway 
that encourages more people to drive, paves our carbon sinks including near 
urban agricultural lands, headwater areas and forests is contrary and 
inconsistent with the provincial growth management strategy. Instead of 
investing in the GTA West highway we encourage the province to continue 
the significant investments in transit expansion, expanding existing highways 
and supporting future rail connections.  

Sincerely, 

 

Tim Gray,  
Executive Director 
Environmental Defence 
On behalf of the Ontario Greenbelt Alliance Steering Committee 
 
cc. Minister of Transportation  
     Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
     Minister of Economic Development and Infrastructure 
     Minister of the Environment and Climate Change 
 


